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you I feel myself excited my strenght is not great and my head
flies away with me as if it were a balloon. This is mere weakness
and a walk will set me right but in case there should be incoherences
in my letter you will know what to attribute it to. William too I
fear is a little agog for he thought he should like to see the Belgian
pictures and so nothing would serve him but to put himself into a
steam boat and set off to Antwerp.102 He says he will make a series
of articles for Blackwood that it was necessary for his health and
that he is sure that Titmarsh in Belgium will take as Titmarsh in
Paris. I tried to persuade him not to go but it seems as if I was
always to damp him3 and that I am to go a round of old saws such
as "It is the tortoise and not the hare wins the race35 mais enfin il ne
m'ecoute pas and I must e'en let him make his fortune his own
way. I do mind my own business as much as possible but one can-
not but be interested. He is to be back on the 15th he has plenty
of grist as have we so it is not that makes one uneasy. I try to think
my fears imaginary and exaggerated and that I am a coward by
nature, but when people do not raise their expectations to too high
a pitch they cannot be disappointed. His address is Poste Restante
Brussels. To look at all sides of the question the best parts of the
Paris book were written last year under the exitement of travelling.
as soon as you have accounts and we can't admit of misgivings we
shall hope to hear the young ones are quite well,

G M is quite well I have settled that affair with Mre Parker. I
had not been told she came to dine on that day she has been here
since, mais c'est une femme sans tete she makes the most injudicious
repetitions. Let us be frank but let us not say things that hurt the
feelings of others.103

I believe I am a goose for having written all this but you won't
know what to think if you do not hear from me.

IT.

102 Thackeray appears to have left London on August i.   He returned on
August 16.

103 See below. No. 179.